Project Summary

¢

Aram Public Library is one of my main

sources for information when researching for
the many books | have written on the history
of Delavan. | would not be able to research my
topics without the use of our library’s fantastic
microfilm collection of past newspaper articles
that date back into the 1800s.

Our library staff is friendly, eager, and always
willing to help me find the materials I'm
looking for, especially when trying to navigate
my way on the computer”

~Frank Landi
Delavan resident, author, and historian
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Growing Up and Out

In 1991, a major expansion doubled the size of the original 1908 library to 16,000
square feet. A new children’s area, elevator, modernized restrooms, and a
community meeting room were included. In 2004, the meeting room was sacrificed
to house a rapidly growing youth collection and a dedicated teen area was carved
out of space on the main floor that had previously housed AV materials. It was
important to make those changes then and we continue to need more space today.

A Needs Assessment Study completed in November 2018 quantified what we
already know: the library is crowded. There are more requests for services that
simply can't be provided due to lack of space. To put this in perspective, in the first
six months of 2019, the library could only accommodate 52 (23%) of the 231 requests
to use the library’s only community meeting room. Since 1999, kids and adult
programming has grown from about 85 to 368 per year (77%). Book volume has
doubled from 34,000 to 57,000. And audio, music, and video DVDs and CDs have
increased from 1,889 to 15,713 (8696).

Plans For Our Future

Like many new modern libraries, the Aram Public
Library has evolved beyond simply lending books.
New libraries are today’s community centers. As
the library looks to the future, we understand
thatlibrary patrons expect flexible and light-
filled spaces with technological enhancements
(hardware, software, and lots of outlets and
internet ports) that promote creative work

and study, on-line learning opportunities, and
informal meeting spaces.




The 21st Century Library

Anexpanded Aram Public Library will feature:
Increased safety and comfort for all visitors

Multiple meeting rooms of varying sizes for community
events, workshops, and group meetings

Individual study rooms

Increased cozy, comfortable seating throughout

the facility from 30 to 90 seats

More shelving for library materials

Ampleoutlets and internet ports conveniently

located to accommodate device usage

More parking

Expanded programming, including increased bilingual
and ASL services, for kids and adults

Opportunity for more community

engagement and partnerships

Accessto the library's meeting rooms

outside of library hours

Increased circulation of materials

Compliance with ADA requirements

Community Investment

Estimates for the library’s renovation and
expansion range from $8,414,515 to $10,047,370.

Grants and funds from partner agencies

will offset a majority of the expenses, with
philanthropic and community support needed
for approximately 35% of total project costs
(about $3,500,000).
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You're Invited

This brief project summary is intended
as a beginning, not an end. As a valued
friend of the Aram Public Library, you are
invited to share your questions, concerns
and ideas about our plans.

Your feedback will play an important
role in shaping our future and will be a
valuable contribution to this project.
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Aram Public Library has been

an integral historical building, in
downtown Delavan for over100
years. Expanding the library is
vital for our patrons and to all the
residents of our community.”

~John Boland
Trustee

ContactUs

Anita O'Brien
Library Director
Aram Public Library
Delavan, WI 53115
262.728.3111




